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Accessibility  



 

 ÝDatabase (raw data) => data journals, data repositories (WMO, 
TRY plant trait database Χ) => research community 

 
ÝGeo-spatial web portal (front-end) 

 
ÝTranslation of the Dutch inventory to French/English 

Improving accessibility: digitization, validation, 
valorization 
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Digitisation of the aerial photographs  

@RMCA 



Digitalisation of the aerial photographs  
Yangambi reserve, 1958-59, +/-5 000 km2of tropical forest 

FLIGHT PLAN 

at the RMCA 

5000km² 



TO DO: georeferencing + stitching; canopy 
texture analysis; LULCC analysis 

Digitisation of the aerial photographs  

Sneak peek 

at the RMCA 

PROGRESS: 100% scanned  

пло ŀŜǊƛŀƭ ǇƘƻǘƻΩǎ ϪнпллŘǇƛ 

= 382 GB 



FORETS 

HERBAXYLAREDD 

COBECORE AFRIFORD 

Biospheretraits 

AFORCO 

at the RMCA 

COBECORE interacts with 
previous and ongoing projects 

and partners 



HerbaXylaRedd coord: RMCA (Hans Beeckman, Tom De Mil) 

Herba
R

E
D

D

Xyla



Herba

R
E

D
D

Xyla Stomata, SLA 

Metabolytes 

Leaf traits 

Metabolytes 

Wood anatomy 
Wood density 

Wood traits 

Study of forest resilience and functional traits 
Improving reference value of our collections 



Past climate change + activities of ancient 
indigenous societies  
 
=> distribution, composition and 
resilience of Central African rainforests 
 
 
 
Tools used:  
�‡ Dendrochronology 
�‡ Paleo-environmental reconstruction 
�‡ Anthracology (i.e. analysis and identification 

of charcoal based on wood anatomy, 
vegetation reconstruction)  

�‡ Genetics 
�‡ Permanent sample plots in Yangambi to 

study carbon fluxes/budgets 
 


