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The Global Biodiversity Information Facility

"A world in which biodiversity information is freely and universally available for science, society and a sustainable future."

737,816,556 records
55% from “citizen scientists”

Chandler, M., See, L., Copas, K., Bonde, A. M., López, B. C., Danielsen, F., ... & Rosemartin, A. 
(2016). Contribution of citizen science towards international biodiversity monitoring. Biological 
Conservation.



Local versus global

By Lienhard Schulz (Own work) [CC BY-SA 3.0 
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0)], via Wikimedia Commons

By NASA/Apollo 17 crew; taken by either Harrison Schmitt or Ron Evans 
[Public domain or Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons



Herbaria @ home

166,000 specimens 
over 10 years



http://lesherbonautes.mnhn.fr/ and https://www.herbonauten.de/ 

http://lesherbonautes.mnhn.fr/
https://www.herbonauten.de/


Smithsonian Transcription Center



VeleHanden



DIGIVOL



Transcribing Herbarium Specimens



Transcription of notebooks



Processing camera trap images



Browser based administration of transcription templates



Browser based administration of projects



Browser-based User Management



Why Digivol?

Versatile

Browser based website 
management

Made for use with multiple 
institutions

Open Source

Under active development

Proven track record and reliability

Built-in user forum

There is a big community of AoLA 
users



Downsides and 
compromises

Only versatile with limits

Some aspects are specific to 
Australian needs and the locale

If we don’t fork the code we are 
restricted in what we develop

If we do fork the code we can’t 
benefit from joint development



Positives and negatives of Crowdsourcing

● Higher visibility for our collections
● Better understanding of the scientific role 

of the garden
● The public feel they have a stake in our 

collections
● Cost per specimen decreases the more it 

is used
● Adaptable for different kinds of projects

● Needs to be constantly fed with projects
● Forums and queries need to be managed 

quickly and respectfully
● Some projects may be too difficult for 

untrained volunteers
● Constant promotion is required
● Requires institutional wide support



Public Engagement



WeDigBio at Meise

>300 specimens transcribed by >50 ‘volunteers’



Dissemination of Data



Species interactions

By OrangeDog - Own work, CC BY-SA 3.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=6212320



Phenology

Centropogon granulosus



Summary

Contribute to standardized projects

Document your records well

Share your data openly

Work together

"Think globally, act locally"

Enjoy it



Thank you!


